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| NTRODUCTION

The University of Alabama in Huntsville’s (UAH), Division of Continuing

Education has developed this final report for the 1996 Von Braun Exploration
Forum.

The objective of this report is to provide a final evaluation and assessment of the
workshop concept. The report outlines the activities and promotional materials
related to the event. The report also examines the purpose, method and
effectiveness of the planning and implementation process for 1996. Critical

program areas and suggested action items are outlined for evaluation in future
program planning.

The 1996 final report summarizes the following information:

Evaluation of Overall Concepts
1996 Forum Summary
Speaker Biographies
Promotional Materials
Participant Comments
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\ VALUATION OF OVERALL CONCEPTS

Purpose

NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center began offering exploration workshops in
1988. The workshops are offered in an attempt to better educate the public,
showcase NASA accomplishments, and share the benefits of exploration. Each
workshop examines past, present, and future explorations as well as the impact
of these explorations on mankind. In an effort to reach the widest audience
possible, the workshops are free of charge.

To commemorate the contributions that Dr. Wernher von Braun made to space
exploration and the Huntsville area, the workshops are fittingly titled the Von
Braun Exploration Forums. The workshops are an excellent vehicle to keep
alive Dr. von Braun’s vision and dedication to exploration. Dr. von Braun’s
strong ties to Marshall Flight Center and the Huntsville community make
Huntsville, Alabama an appropriate location for the forums.

With special guest speakers and video, the Forum brings together scientists,
engineers, politicians and entertainers interested in the space program. The
Forum recognizes and celebrates the emotion, adventure, and importance of
exploration to humankind. Themes on exploration vary from space to
underwater to new civilizations, and examine past explorers to today’s
astronauts.

Organizational Structure

Representatives from various sponsoring agencies and individuals from the
Huntsville aerospace community make up the planning committee for the
Forum. Primary sponsors include:

¢ The Discovery Channel

¢ NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center

¢ The University of Alabama in Huntsville

# The U.S. Space and Rocket Center

¢ Comecast Cable Company

The committee is assigned the task of organizing and managing the Forum.
The planning committee is directed by Dr. Charles R. Chappell, Associate
Director for Science and NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center. The committee
selects possible themes for the Forum which are then finalized by Dr. Chappell.
Appropriate speakers and entertainers are then outlined and researched. Once
these decisions are finalized, the committee implements plans for program
format, video and music, marketing and logistical arrangements.
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The University of Alabama in Huntsville’s (UAH), Division of Continuing
Education, Professional Development Office coordinates the Forum. UAH
provides in-house reproduction facilities, graphics staff and equipment, and a
full-time coordinating staff. UAH’s responsibilities include logistical planning,
facilities arrangements, advertising, ticket distribution and speaker
arrangements.

NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center provides the contacts, technical support,
media recognition to produce the activity. In addition, NASA takes the lead role
in selecting the theme, developing the program format, and securing guest
speakers. NASA also selects various representatives from different areas of the
Center to serve on the planning commaittee.

The U.S. Space and Rocket Center (SRC) provides exceptional opportunities to
“target market” the Forum. The SRC provides input in ways the Forum can be
used to better educate young people. This includes methods for involving
students and teachers in and out the classroom, in the U.S. Space Camp, in
various student contests prior to the Forum, and as actual participants in the
Forum.

Based on the changing program themes and opportunities each year, other
agencies are asked to assist in sponsoring and planning the Forum. These have
included organizations such as the National Space Club, ATAA, and the National
Space Society. In addition to opening up new venues for promotion and program
development, these organizations provide forum speakers and additional
participants to the event. The National Space Society was instrumental in
providing astronauts to speak to middle school students prior to the Forum.

Perhaps the most well-known contributor to the 1996 Forum was the Discovery
Channel. Through the efforts of the Discovery Channel, the Huntsville
community was able to enjoy a speech by veteran news correspondent, Walter
Cronkite. In addition to the delightful opening remarks made by Mr. Cronkite,
the audience was treated to a world premier film documenting the life of Dr.
Wernher von Braun. The film, He Conquered Space, was broadcast live from
Huntsville courtesy of Comcast Cable Company.



Forum Location

The Forum is held at the Von Braun Civic Center, 700 Monroe Street in
Huntsville, Alabama. Named after Wernher von Braun, the Center features an
arena, exhibit halls, a concert hall, playhouse and art museum.

The Concert Hall is a performing venue for Broadway shows, symphonies and
conference meetings. The stage has a 54’ x 48’ performing area, a hydraulic
orchestra pit, a 54 line counterweight system, a full orchestra acoustical shell,
and complete sound and lighting systems. Rehearsal rooms, dressing rooms, and
the Green Room reception area are adjacent to the Concert Hall. The floor area
of the Concert Hall seats 1502 and the balcony area seats 669 for a total of 2171
available seats.

The Von Braun Exploration Forum required two days of rental. The rental days
include one day move-in and one event day. Move-in day consists of staging set
up, video and sound rehearsal, and program rehearsal. On the second day, the
event was held and equipment and supplies were moved out.

Rental of the hall includes lighting, heating and/or air conditioning, and water
as installed. With the exception of basic production sound and lighting
equipment, all labor, supplies and equipment are considered additional expenses
and are charged at rates as outlined by the Von Braun Civic Center.

Promotional Materials

Standard promotional materials include flyers, posters, public service
announcements on radio and television, and newspaper articles and
advertisements.

A flyer and poster were designed and distributed for the event. Posters were
distributed to local companies and organizations. The fliers were mailed to
potential participants using internal mailing lists provided by UAH, the
Chamber of Commerce, National Space Club, and other various organizations.
Public service ads were also run by the Huntsville Times. In addition, press
releases and calendar announcements were used as a means of advertising the
event both locally and nationally. Primary sources included the Huntsville
Times, Decatur Daily, Madison County Record, Marshall Star, Redstone Rocket,
Defense News, Space News, National Space Club newsletters, and other local
publications. The National Space Society also used its contacts to generate
interest in the Forum.



As part of the event, a printed program was distributed to Forum participants at

the beginning of the evening. The program included an agenda and speaker
biographies.

(Sample promotional documents located in the Appendix)



VON BRAUN EXPLORATION FORUM SUMMARY

Date and Time
Friday, October 18, 1996, 7:00 p.m.

Location
Von Braun Civic Center, Concert Hall

Number of Attendees
Approximately 1634 (includes 240 middle school children, and crew members)

Theme
He Conquered Space

He Conquered Space is an original Discovery Channel film that made its world
premier at the Von Braun Forum. The film high-lighted Huntsville’s very own
Wernher von Braun who pioneered space exploration. Opening remarks about
von Braun’s life and vision were made by Walter Cronkite, Special
Correspondent, CBS News.

Additional Participating Organizations:
The Discovery Channel, Comcast Cable Company, The U.S. Space and Rocket
Center, The University of Alabama in Huntsville, The National Space Society.

Children’s Forum

In addition to the regular participants of the Forum, 240 middle school students
from the Huntsville City Schools and Madison County Schools were special
guests at the Forum. Prior to the actual event, the children were privileged to
meet with astronauts Charlie Walker, Byron Litchenberg, and Owen Garriott in
small group settings. The children were divided into groups to receive
one-on-one instruction from the astronauts. The children learned about life in
space, and what it takes to become an astronaut. The children also enjoyed
pizza and cookies before they were escorted by the Grissom ROTC to reserved
seating at the Forum.

Forum Speakers
Walter Cronkite - Special Correspondent, CBS News
John Hendrix - Founder, Chairman and CEO of Discovery Communications, Inc.



Program Format

Introduction/Welcome - Rick Chappell

Introductory Remarks - Walter Cronkite

Film Introduced by John Hendrix - He Conquered Space
Closing Thoughts - Walter Cronkite

Marketing

Posters and flyers were distributed to the Madison County area. A total of 9,500
fliers were mailed. Ads, releases, articles and inserts appeared in the following
publications:

¢ The Huntsville Times

¢ UAH Continuing Education Catalog

¢ Space News Calendar

¢ Defense News Calendar

Ticket Distribution

Tickets were required to attend the Forum even though the event was free. The
table below summarizes the distribution and usage.

Location # Number # Used % Used
Given
Parisian Parkway City 250 132 53%
Parisian Madison Square 130 74 57%
UAH Continuing Education 100 52 52%
VBCC Box Office 243 136 56%
NASA - Building 4200 550 294 53%
Missy Ming Smith 50 10 20%
Total Tickets Taken at Door 698
Total Tickets Distributed 1323
Percentage of Tickets Used 53%
Total count from turnstyles for dinner 881
guests/school children
Total count from turnstyles for public* 703
Total backstage crew and staff 50
(estimated)
Total for entire audience 1634

*This number is slightly higher because a few dinner guests entered through the front doors and
were seated in public seats. Also, some guests came without tickets.

Both turnstyle counts should probably be a little higher because some people refused to go
through turnstyles.



Participant Comments

Included in the printed program were comment cards for participants to
complete and mail back. A summary of these comments is included in the
appendix.

Effectiveness

Since the Forum has been done for several years, the effectiveness continues to
improve. The organizational structure of the committee has improved through
the development of clearer guidelines and responsibilities, available historic
data for planning, and increased experience of committee members.

The involvement of the Discovery Channel contributed greatly to the success of
the program. Walter Cronkite proved (as always) to be a favorite of the audience
and organizers alike. The program format of the film was considered by many to
be a great success

The Forum was offered on a Friday evening. All feedback points toward this as
the best day of the week for future forums. The Friday evening format works
well because the audience can relax without having to worry about work and
school the next day.

Critical Problem Areas And Suggested Action

The Forum is free to the public, but tickets are required for attendance to the
events. Due to limited seating in the VBCC Concert Hall, tickets are used as a
method to control and count the number of attendees. Past history shows a low
usage rate of tickets averaging around 50%. This percentage secems to vary
based on the popularity of the speaker.

SUGGESTED ACTION: Try not issuing tickets and let everyone take an equal
chance of arriving that evening and locating seats on a first-come, first-served
basis. The extra effort required to pick up a ticket does not develop a
“commitment” to attend. It may discourage those who do have a ticket from
attending.



AL PPENDIX

FORUM SPEAKERS

JOHN S. HENDRICKS
Founder, Chairman and CEO
Discovery Communications, Inc.

John S. Hendricks is founder, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive
Officer of Discovery Communications, Inc. (DCI).

Discovery Communications, Inc.(DCI) is a privately held, diversified media
company headquartered in Bethesda, MD. Hendricks incorporated his company,
originally called Cable Educational Network, Inc., in 1982 in order to develop a
new cable television service. As a result of these efforts, Discovery Channel was
launched on June 17, 1985.

As the founder of Discovery Channel, Hendricks created America’s first cable
network designed to provide world class documentary programming in the areas
of nature, science and technology, history, human adventure and world
exploration. With an initial investment of $25 million and Hendricks’ vision, the
Discovery Channel has become one of the largest cable television networks,
serving 98.5 million subscribers in 146 countries worldwide.

The Learning Channel, which the company acquired in May 1991, complements
Discovery Channel with its mission to consistently offer people of all ages—from
pre-schoolers on—an enjoyable, entertaining way to learn and satisfy their
natural curiosity. TLC is the fastest growing midsize network reaching 50
million subscribers in the United States and 5 million subscribers in Canada.

Hendricks has been profiled in Business Week magazine, and has made
appearances on television programs such as the CBS Evening News, CNN's
Crossfire and Larry King Live!, and PBS’ Technopolitics. He became the first
corporate leader to receive the NEA’s Friend of Education award for
“innovations in education and technology and greatly expanding educational
opportunity for America’s schoolchildren.” This award has in the past been
presented to such noted figures as President Lyndon Johnson and Supreme
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall.



CHARLES RICHARD (RICK) CHAPPELL
Visiting Professional Scholar
First Amendment Center

In September 1996, Chappell joined the First Amendment Center as a Visiting
Professional Scholar to conduct a joint project with Visiting Professional Scholar
Jim Hartz to examining the media’s portrayal and coverage of news related to
science and technology.

As associate director for science at NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center in
Huntsville, Alabama, he serves as the chief scientist for the center. He advises
the center’s director on all science and university programs while maintaining
interaction with leading scientists throughout the world. He has directed
research in solar terrestrial physics and has been a principal investigator on
several satellite missions.

Prior to joining NASA in 1974, he was a research and staff scientist with the
Lockheed Missiles and Space Company, where he conducted investigations of the
earth’s space plasma environment.

From May 1994 to May 1995, Chappell worked with Vice President Al Gore to
create the Global Learning and Observations to benefit the Environment
(GLOBE) program, an innovative K-12 science/education program involving
students around the world.

From 1976 to 1985, Chappell was the mission scientist for Spacelab 1, a joint
European/American shuttle mission that conducted investigations in material
sciences, life sciences, space physics, earth observations and astronomy. In
December 1985, he was selected to train as an alternate payload specialist for
the space shuttle mission STS-45, which was carried out in March 1992.

As a scientist and spokesman for the space program, Chappell has been
interviewed on NBC’s Today Show, ABC’s Nightline and the BBC. He has also
provided color commentary on CNN for space shuttle missions.

Chappell graduated magna cum laude in physics from Vanderbilt University
and received a Ph.D degree in space science from Rice University. He has
authored more than 150 published scientific articles and has served on
numerous advisory committees for NASA and for the National Academy of
Sciences. He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and 1s the

two-time recipient of the NASA Medal for Exceptional Scientific Achievement.



WALTER CRONKITE
CBS News Special Correspondent

Walter Cronkite has covered virtually every major news event during his more
than 60 years in journalism - the last 45 affiliated with CBS News. He became a
Special Correspondent for CBS News on March 6, 1981, when he stepped down
as anchorman and managing editor of the CBS EVENING NEWS after nearly
19 years in that role.

Cronkite joined CBS News in Washington as a Correspondent in July 1950. He
assumed his duties on the CBS EVENING NEWS on April 16, 1962, when the
broadcast was 15 minutes in length. On September 2, 1963, the CBS EVENING
NEWS became network television’s first half-hour weeknight news broadcast; its
debut featured Cronkite’s headline-making interview with President John F.
Kennedy.

Upon his departure from the nightly news broadcast, Cronkite’s contributions to
broadcast news and to journalism were lauded in newspapers and magazines
throughout the world. Among the observations made by writers in their tributes
to the CBS newsman were: “He established a remarkable trust and admiration
in his audience,” “(His) important contribution was to build and sustain the
integrity of the network newscasts, and the threats to that legacy are not now
strong enough to prevail,” "He never discarded his concern for keeping the news
straight,” "He maintained a steady standard of professional excellence.”

Cronkite came to be regarded as an authority on America’s space program,
reporting on the first two decades of this country’s manned space mission from
Alan B. Shepard’s first flight in 1961 and the Apollo 11 moon landing in 1969 to
the experimental flights of the space shuttle Enterprise in July 1977 and the fall
of Skylab in July 1979.

He was honored with an award from the Skyline Foundation in 1978 for
“distinguished contributions to the understanding of aerospace progress,” and
received the Boston Museum of Science’s Bradford Washburn Award for his
“superlative presentation of the U.S. Space program” (1970). He also received
Emmy Awards for his reporting on several Apollo flights, including Apollo 11,
when man first landed on the moon. Recalling moments from that historic
mission, Cronkite admits, “I experienced a first in my life, too. I found myself
on the air speechless.”
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Born in St. Joseph, Mo., on November 4, 1916, Cronkite began his journalism
career as a campus correspondent at the Houston Post, where he worked part-
time during high school and his freshman year at the University of Texas. His
first full-time job after college was as a sports announcer for a local radio station
in Oklahoma City and, in 1937, he joined United Press where he remained for 11
years.

In addition to his ongoing assignments as a Special Correspondent for CBS, Mr.
Cronkite hosts many public affairs and cultural programs for PBS and
syndication. In 1993 he and former CBS colleague, Jonathan Ward, formed
their own production company, and since that time The Cronkite Ward Company
has produced more than 25 award-winning documentary hours for The
Discovery Channel, PBS and other networks.

Currently, Cronkite Ward is producing an eight part series of Mr. Cronkite’s
memoirs entitled Cronkite Remembers, which is scheduled to air on the
Discovery Channel early in 1997.

Mr. Cronkite and his wife of 56 years live in New York City.

OWEN K. GARRIOTT

Owen Garriott was one of the first six scientist-astronauts selected by NASA.
His first space flight aboard Skylab in 1973 set a new world record for duration
of approximately 65 days -- more than double the previous record. Extensive
experimental studies of our sun, of earth resources and in various life sciences
relating to human adaptation to weightlessness were made. His second space
flight was aboard Spacelab-1 in 1983, a multidisciplinary and international
mission of ten days.

He received a NASA fellowship for one year’s study at Stanford and held posts of
Deputy and Acting Director of Science and Applications at Johnson Space
Center. In the latter post, he was responsible for all research in the physical
sciences at the Johnson Space Center. From 1984-86, he held the position of
Program Scientist in the Space Station Program Office. In this position he
worked closely with the external scientific communities and advised the
Program Manager concerning the scientific suitability of the Space Station
Design.

DR. BYRON LICHTENBERG

Byron Lichtenberg was the first payload specialist, flying aboard the Shuttle
Columbia on November 28, 1983. He conducted protein crystal experiments on
that mission. He is the founder of Payload Systems, Inc., a company that



develops low-gravity experiments for companies and institutions wanting to
commercialize outer space.

CHARLES D. WALKER
Charles D. Walker is Senior Specialist for Advanced Space Programs at
McDonnell Douglas Space and Defense Systems.

Walker was the first non-career, industry-sponsored astronaut, serving as
payload specialist on the Space Shuttle missions. On these flights, Walker
operated equipment designed by McDonnell Douglas, for its biotechnology
commercialization program and accumulated 20 days and 8.2 million miles of
space flight experience.



., omment Cards

How did you find our about the Forum?

Newspaper

Rotarian invitation

MSFC News Flyer

National Space Club Membership
Radio

NSC Member

Alabama Aerospace Teacher’s Assoc.
Friend

Friend on VBCC Board
Invitation

UAH Advertising

Phi Theta Kappa sponsor
Attended before

AATA

NASA

Any comments or suggestions:

The members of Von Braun’s team that were present should have been s
eated 1n the front, in a place of honor.

Prefer live format—rather than film presentation

General admission admittance to the concert hall was unduly constricting
and generally bozo.

It was much better without the children.

Doors weren’t opened until 6:50 and large crowd of people were waiting
and began pushing. Only 3 doors opened. Unsafe!

Outstanding program.

Should recognize Von Braun team members by name at forum and dinner.
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Great program—Walter Cronkite was wonderful!
Excellent!

Reception time too compressed. Start at 5:30/5:45 would be better.
People were waiting.

Dinner served too late, obviously because of many factors.
Too many introductions of “dignitaries” in the audience.
Shorten Forum, if dinner is afterward.

Elimination of the “student question/answer” portion was a definite plus.
Please don’t re-institute it next year.

I enjoyed every part of the evening. It was fantastic!
Very good!

What an informative, interesting evening! Thank you so much. We were
pleased by the grand audience, too.

It was lovely—well-done—elegant.

It was the best Forum this time.

Was GREAT!!

I enjoyed this Forum very much!

Excellent presentation—superb!

The Forum was extremely interesting and educational. Most of all,
however, it was eye-opening. The loss of America’s vision over the last
thirty years astounds me and probably leaves Dr. Von Braun rolling in his

grave.

What an insult—you stuck the Germans in the back corner. I thought we
were supposed to be honoring them—not us.

They’ve all been great!!

Excellent
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Walter Cronkite was great. There are several other newspersons who
have covered the space program from the “early days”, including Jay
Barbree (NBC). Jay is a tremendous space reporter—one of the best. He
is also an author of several books.

Is ‘black-tie” necessary? Also, eliminate dancing at end. Well done
program. Film was outstanding.

Some information on other galaxies with planets.
Program was excellent this year.

This year’s event was the best! Thank you for bringing Walter Cronkite
and The Discovery premiere to Huntsville.

What topic would interest you at a future forum?

Quest to give Dr. Arthur Rudolph his American citizenship back
posthumously.

Future space exploration-——moon and Mars
World affairs

Spaceports (Commercial & Government)
Titanic

Science: remote detection of Space E & M & EM Fields, Atoms, Molecules,
related instruments

Hubble telescope, astronomy subjects

Spacecraft or aircraft

Technology transfer applications

Mercury 7—the original seven astronauts

Program for participating local private space collectors, those who have
followed the space program early on. We have “unique” collections and

great stories to share. It's amazing and historical.

Focus more on future rather than the past for next forum.
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Possible life on other planets.

Speakers on Space Station and Mars exploration.



th Annual
Von Braun Explaration Forum

Friday. October 18 + 7:00 p.m. * VBCC Concert Hall

An original Discovery Channel Film, never seen hefore.
A profile of Huntsville's very own Wernher von Braun,
who pioneered space exploration.

Appearing In Person

Walter Cronkite
Special Carrespondent
CBRS Nowe

John Hendries
founder, Chairman and CEO
Sinoovery i ations. Ing.

Sponsored By:

NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center
The University of Alabama in Huntsville
The U.S. Space and Rocket Center
Discovery Communications incorporated
The Association of Space Explorers
The National Space Society

Ticket Locations:

Admission is free but a ticket is required.
Pick up tickets at the following locations:
Von Braun Civic Center Box Office
Parisian
___NASA's Marshalf Space Flight Center Building 4200 Room 101

For information call: 205-890-6372 or 1-800-448-4035

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution

ADVERTISEMENT IN THE HUNTSVILLE TIMES, OCTOBER 10, 13, AND 16, 1996



26 CONFERENCES
FOR INFORMATION, CALL 205.895.€472

SeECOND CONFERENCE ON

AEROSPACE P
ENVIRONMENTAL
TECHNOLOGY

August 6-8, 1996

Von Braun Civic Center

o Addressing the use of -
New Technology based -
on the standpoint of
NASA, DoD, DoE & the
Aerospace industry

August 5: Tour MSFC Productivity Enhancement Facility,
Combustion Research, and Failure Analysis Laboratories

* Solid Rocket Motor Manufacturing and Disposal Technologies * Cleaning Methods and Mechanisms
* Environmental Policy e New Materials and Processes « Corporate and
* Oxygen Systems Cleaning: issues and Approaches e Hazardous Materials Tracking and Waste Minimization Government Exhibits

New Materials and I'rocesses

Cleaning Verification and instrumentation

Approaches to Environmental Management e Air Emission Reduction and Control o Concurrent Sessions - Over
Developments in Aqueous Cleaning,

Coatings: Application and Removal 100 Presentations
Information Technology

Solid-Hybrid Rocket Maotor Manufacturing and Use
Replacement and Predictions Technology

Cleaning Verification and Instrumentation

°

Approaches to Pollution Prevention implementation

Course No. CM 0073-03 For more information: (205) 895-6372 or 1-800-448-4035

SPONSORING AGENCIES:

NASAs Marshall Space Flipght Center; NASA’s Operational Environment Team; NASA's Office of Space Flight; Actospace Tndustoes Association. SAMPE - Space

Manufacturing Theast Committee; The University of Alabama in Huntsville, Division of Continuing | ducation - Conferences, Natwnal Center tor Manutaciuring
N H . e . » v .
Saiences; American Soctely of Metals, International; American institute of Acronautics and Astionautic s Atr Transpott Associanion Eovironme nlal Protecuon Ages
e

9TH ANNUAL N € AN

oveR
PREMME‘RT:

VON BRAUN EXPLORATION FORUM DS

OCTObER 18, 1996

Come join the Discovery Channel to celebrate the world premiere of the the film, “He’s Going to Space,” about the life of Dr. Wernher vc
Braun and to recognize the world-changing heritage of North Alabama in'the exploratlon of space.

The annual event, hosted by NASA/MSFC, the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, and The University of Alabama in Huntsville, will premiere th
feature television program in a presentation which includes celebrities and explorers.

Admission is free, but ticket is required. Seating is limited. For information call (205) 895-6372.

9TH ANNUAL

WERNHER VON BRAUN MEMOR JIAL DINNER

OCTOBER 18, 1996

The National Space Club-Huntsville will recogmze individuals who have excelled in the field of aerospace through the Annual Space Flig
Award, Astronuautical Engineering Award, Media Award, Community Service Award, and Scholarship Award. Previous winners of the (5)(
Wernher von Braun Space Flight Award are Sally Ride, Alan Shepard, Jack Lee, Major General john Zierdt, Dr. Ernst Stuhlinger, Rear Adn
Richard Truly, J-R. Thompson, and Senator Howel' Heflir.. Plag to a‘te'id thls premier, black tie event.

Lvening events include:
Opening Reception
Von Braun Exploration Forum S
Dr. Wernher von Braun Memorial Dmnen
Dance

Course No. CM 0063-23; Individual Tickets for the Dinner are $100 and must be purchased by October 4, 1996. Call 895-6811 for information.

ADVERTISEMENT IN UAH CONTINUING EDUCATION CATALOG, FALL 1996



PAID ADVERTISEMENT

September 30 - October 2, 1996
Spacecraft Systems
Los Anﬁeles, CA

SPACECRAFT  PROPULSION  SYSTEMS.

.. Robert Sackheim and Dave Lewis provide

the fundamentals of spacecraft propuision,
with emphasis on engineering and systems
design. The basic theory of rocket propul-
sion is presented to enable an understan(fi)ng
of system selection and design methodolo-
gy. Propulsion engineers, systems engi-
neers, and mission planner shouldn't miss
this one. Presented by launchspace/US
Space foundation. More information: 1-
800553:5307/ www launchspace.com

Dctober 7 - 8, 1996
Satellite Seminar

San Francisco, CA
EOSAT WILL BE HOSTING A 2 DAY SEMINAR
viicre you wilt learn how to mieprale a vare

ety of satelide wnagery and geographic mfor: &

mation system techinolopy 1o help you solve
yout probictns.  Hyatt Kepeacy, San lrancis:
co. CA tor more udormation, please con
tact fen Ross 31 (216)447-8884 .,

October 14 - 18, 1996
Matiab & Simulink
Boulder, CO

NOTH L AR SIMULATION USING S MATLAR
AN THINK Doestd Mackison, D
oy, Audents how o use Matlal and
Some, ot model and senudate a wide van

ely ol dyiiinee systemes ncloding linear,
Aoahnean, o rete Ligee, contnuous bime, and
hybrd systems Ao anpottant course torn
prafeasonaly wtecested e space fipht dy
sacucs avnal peocescange conteal theory,
o apphed e e o, Procented iy
annctepoe S0 S e Loundation Mose
wdocnateas ) SO0 S5 590 77 weew Lt b
L Cin

——

October 18, 1996
Von Braun Forum
Huntsville, AL
GTH ARNUAL VO GRADN T XL ORATION (O
KU The Deccovery Channel Waorkd Preaser

fair, “He Conguered Soae e celebrating the

ADVERTISEMENT IN SPACE NEWS,

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

life of Dr. Wernher von Braun, will be the
highlight of this year's forum. Special
Guests will include Walter Cronkite, veteran
journalist, and John Hendricks,, Founder,
Chairman and CEO of Discovery Communica-
tions. The Forum is sponsored by
NASA/MSFC, Society of Sgace Explorers,
National Space Society, the Space and Rock-
et Center, Discovery Channel, and the Uni-
versity of Alabama in Huntsville. Free admis-
sion, tickets required. for information: 1-
800-448-4035.

October 18, 1996
Von Braun Dinner & Dance
Huntsville, AL

i 9TH ANNUAL DR. WERNHER VON BRAUN

MEMORIAL DINNER AND DANCE. National

Space Club - Huntsville will recognize individ-
vals and groups who have excelled in the
field of aerospace through their annual black-
tie event. This year's evening will include a
Special Premier Reception hosted by Discov-
ery Channel, reserved seats at the Von
Braun Exploration Forum, the Memorial
Avwards Dinner, and a special {inale of music
aud dancmg with the Jimmy Church Band.
1o purchase mdividual tickets or tables,
please call 1-800448-4034 or 205890
6811}

October 18 - 20, 1996
Space Frontier Conference

Hollywood, CA

SGURCE, YOUR BCREY 1O RIDET 511
SPACE ERORTIER  FOURDATION  CONEER
[HRIW The Space Frontiec oundation will
bLrwyr topether the leadecs eotrepreneurs,
and mnnovators e space industry to discusy
ey e and the speaibic steps necded o
aneo the wpace frantier 1o pavate Glizear,
an dree enterpose Conbinmed speakaes
vid  parhicopants nclude Conpressman
Ceearpee Brovn . Chades "Pete” Concad {antro
wmied DO X palot), Rober Zubnn (Poneed
Cbetpbaeer Tom Kopersy (Sophroa Founda
Lony Chadke Clafer (Celoatin), Chuck {aw
Snlalas ropechies) Rand Syberg (inter
st S ehines), Gary Hudsoo (HBX), and
e Comterence secions wall an
Clade dea unaore of Space Tounsm, Cheap
o Space, X Velucles,  Alphatown,
Comnero il Space, and Advanced Concepts
e comterence fees areS70 untd Oct. 4,
<00 thereafter, witlc a one day rate of S50
Stadent rates ore avadable. Tor more mior
suihon on the conference, visit the Space

Pty

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Frontier Foundation World Wide-Web site at

' http://www.space-frontier.org send e-mail to
Open Frontier @delphi.com, or call 1-800-
7§SPACE‘

' October 21 - 23, 1996
Aerospace Structures

Washington, DC
STRUCTURAL DYNAMICS ANALYSIS & DE-
SIGN. Irving Ojalvo, Sc.D, offers an in-depth

e

SEPTEMBER 23,
SEPTEMBER 30,

overview of analytical and numerical meth-
ods used on aerospace structures subjected
to dynamic loads. The goal is to help engi-
neers intefligently model structures and inter-
pret the numerical results obtained by exist
ing software. The first 20 re istrants wilt re-
ceive a 200-node NASST%AN D.FPrggg?gend
by taunchspace/U pace fou ion.
Mvore information: 1-800-553-5907/

1 www.launchspace.com

i

! October 22 - 24, 1996
| Satellite Systems

i Washington, DC

SATELLITE SY§TEMS DESIGN AND ENGI-
NUERING. Marshall H. Kaplan, Ph.D., and
Wilbur L. Pritchard explain satelite technolo-
gies and syslems for the begmner and ex-
pert. Recommended for professionals inter-
ested o current satelite systems develop-
ments, while acquiring a hroader background
i the desyn, developiment, and uscrp ‘Spa.c‘
ecoalt Presented by Lgunchupace/US S(za;c
| undation  More mformation 1-800553
590/ fvevae launchinpare com

October 23 - 25, 1996
Sounding Rockets
ington, DC .
‘\ry;?llsfll):uv'{.‘ [Ne I'K[ 15 TECHROLOGY & Al
CUICALION 5 Bichard Seredon offers a de
Uited ook at the mternahona scientidic
tnenngt ot el propran The history ol
,‘,;ru‘,un; co el developsnent and some of
e cappcheant prblnhied Leientihie results wall
Lo presenied  Atteadees, will be exposed o
e gt mtectaces tat must be deall with
o eftect g e censsful launch Prasented by
Uonne bepace UG Space Foundation More
I 1 800 55349907 /

v Lo bispace cnm
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1996
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October 8 - 9, 1996

Space Inflatable Technology
Pasadena, CA

THC SPACE 'INFLATABLE TLCHNOLOGY NA
TIONAL WORKSHOP will take place in Pasade-
na, CA, October 89, 1996. To register, con-
tact Pat McLane, B18/354.5556, FAX
818/35934992, e-mail
conf.admin@jpl.nasa.gov

October 9, 1996

USAF Forum For Industry

Mclean, VA

USAT TORUM FOR INDUSTRY. Senior Leaders
of US. Ar force Headquarters and Major Com
mandgs will discuss thew vision and new for
modehag, simulation and simutation support for
trammng, and education. Included in the agenda
will e an updqate on the ongoing Air force
Chief of Staff directed actiity to Revolutionize
Trammg, which includes evaluation of how siny
ulation technology will affect future Av Torce
trammg concepts and philgsophices, as well as
an evaluation of how sunulators and sutwlations
can be used to unprove the adentiication of
new concepls and weapon syslems develop
men! These boefmgs vall reflect the Air
Farce™s ramdly evolving needs for witeprated
sutwlation and traming solutions, and wJ tuph
It arear, where industry can expect to nee o
ture requicerents for ther products For adds
torai cioroedon call NESA Bacbaeg McDaniel,

(76502002000 Reter o meelne 2711 qulia
fogee

0 er 9 -10, 1996

PSTS-96

Laurel, MD

Potas PRECTION STIE T CHIOL O T SYTA
POSILEA 1 gy, the Kossakoll Confer
coce v eaten The ot Hopians Uneaveaty Ap
Dl e acc U aboratory, bared, MO Hhe ¢clas
sdied Lamnoosm g Soponsored by the Prect
won Lloke Aecocaton (PGA) the Aocohion
o Unanunseed Vel for Systems Coptal Chap
ter AT id the Agaocistion for Modehog,
Planine and Sunulation (AKMP'S) Attendecs
must be U Giizens and be cleared to the St

CRET devel  Aftendance s bnded 1o 300,

Contae 1 EDA 3024 Hoamaher Court, Sute 300,

Fantax, VA 22301
703520400

bl

ARTICLE

32049907 / fax -,

IN DEFENSE NEWS,

- —— = -

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

October 14 - 18
Matlab & Simulink

Boulder, CO

NONLINEAR SIMULATION USING MATLAB AND
SIMULINK.  Donald Mackison, Ph.D., teaches
students how to use Matiab and Simulink to
model and simulate a wide variety of dynamic
systems, including linear, nonlinear, discrete-
time, continuous-time, and hybrid systems. An
important course for professionals interested in
space flight dynamics, signal processing con
trol theory, and applied mathematics. Present:
ed by Launchspace/US Space Foundation.
More  information: 14?0055}5907 /
www.launchspace.com

October 16 - 18, 1996
TechiNet Europe

Brussels, BelFlum

TECHNET EUROPE 96, AFCEA 17TH ARBNUAL
SYMPOSIUM AND EXPOSITION. October 16
18, 1996, Brussels, Belgium. Main theme wall
be “Managing the Peace Offensive” with sub
themes including Partnership for Peace india
tive, NAIOdntelnk, Information  Warfare,
UN/NATO Coordination for Peace Implermenta-
tion, NATO Qutof-Area, Operations: Lessons
IL.earned n Bosma. For more information, con
tact AFCCA Curope at tel 32 (2) 705 27 31 fax
372.(20 705 28 94, emal: afceathnfobeard.be

October 18, 1996

Huntsville, AL

1

]

- I

Von Braun Dinner/Dance |
I3

1

9T ANHUA DR WERNHER VON  BRAUN
FALRORIAL DINNER - AND - DANCE 1 200nal
Sinace Club Huatalte vall recopnee indeaauals
and gronps who have excelled i the s of
seconpe e theouph ther annal black e >vent
Thues e eveniog wall nclude 3 5 3
ter Heteption homted by O overy Gt snnel
reserved el at the Von Braao £ xploraies fo
rne e Memonad Awards, Daner, ardd @ soecial
foce ol mose and danong eath ez amy
Clinreh Band Toy purchace mdraduel Bos 25 of
Libles s pleane ol 18004484034 - 005

SUnET

October 18, 1996

Von Braun Exploration Forum ;
Huntswile, AL ‘
GEH ANNUAL VON BRAUN LXPLORATE L <o
RUM - The Discovery Channel Worlg 7
Hilmim “He Conquered Space”. celebrenr
Ide of De Wernher von Braun, will be ©= .z
Iipht of iy year's Forum. Special Gue<: aall

1

ah

'
1

1

1

SEPTEMBER 30,
OCTOBER 7,

PALD ADVERTISEMENT

include Walter Cronkite, veteran journalist, and
John Hendricks, Founder, Chairman and CEO of
Discovery Communications.  The Forum is
sponsored by NASA/MSFC, Society of Space
Explorers, National Space Society, the Space |
and Rocket Center, Discovery Channel, and the
University of Alabama in Huntsville. Free ad-
mission, tickets required. For information: 1-

! 8004484035

October 21 - 23, 1996 )
Dynamics Analysis & Design
Washin&ton pC

STRUCTURAL OYNAMICS ANALYSIS & DESIGN.
Irving Ojalvo, Sc.D, offers an indepth overview
of analytical and numerical methods used on
aerospace slructures subjected to dynamic
loads. The goal is to help engineers intelhgent:
ly model structures and interpret the numerical
results obtained by existing software. The first
20 registrants will recewe a 200node NAS
TKAN CD. Presented by Launchspace_/US
Space Foundation. More mformation: 1300
5535907 /vaww.launchspace.com

October 28 - 31, 1996
{TC-USA ‘96 Conf,,

San Diego, CA

ITCAISA 90 r'--"llﬁl}_M[',lRY. LINKING REALITY
TO THE VIRTUAL WORLE,™ THE 32ND ANNUAL
INTERNATIONAL TELEMETERING CONFLRENCE
(1) OCT. 28 31 lown and Country Hotel and
Convention Center, San Diego, CA. ITCUSA
96 offers an extensive techmcal program in
cludingt papers on new apphcations, eal iune
processmg and digital sipnal processing con
cepts and apphicatons,  The conference will
alva nchude mtroductony and advanced teleme
Uy short courses, a Blue Ribbon Panel .m({i dis
playes and extubat from more than 100 teieme
fry  andd aostrumenteton ealubitors e h;(!m‘y)l
fttaulac turers, poveninent apeneies g o
tary tesd ranpes  Cont ol the conference

SEG U 0 advance by 9727740} or $99.00 on

U ote Repetraton nformahon gy be obianed

by ¢ onbacting: Norm L ante (310) 3364200 by
Fax al (3L 3306889 or vt our Home Pape
JF Y S Aeleoietry arp

" Oct. 30 - Nov 1, 1996

Politics/Systems Design
Washington, DC _
fHE 0L Iﬁ(if\l PROCESS 0 HYSTE RS ARCHI
IECTURE DESIGM De Brenda Farman eaches
an allnew course i how pobhcs doves, wys
ter desapns A must b professonal eapr
neers and saentsiols mvolved vath pubhcdy fund
pd ph techiotosry progrmsand for mgn
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Von Braun
forum will

feature giant
of TV news

By MARTIN BURKEY
Timas Aerospaces 5ciance Writer

eteran television newsman Walter Cronk-

ite will be the puest speaker for the 9th

Annual Dr. Wernher von Braun Memori-

al Forum Oct. 18 at the Von Braun Civic
Center, organizers confirm.

The Forum will also feature the Discovery Chan-
nel world-premier film "He Conquered Space™ cele-
brating Von Braun's life, with special guest John
Hendricks. founder, chuirman and CEO of Discov-
ery Communications.

A 6 p.m. reception will be fol-
lowed by the forum at 7 p.m. and
a black-tic dinner and awards al-
ter, sponsored by the National R
Space Club—Hunisville. TO get thketS

During more than 60 years n
journalism, the last 45 with CBS
News, Cronkite covered nearly es-
er major news event i the space
program, from Alan Shepurd’s
first flight in 1961 to the fall of
Skyvlab in Juhy 1979, He recened
Emmy Awards fur his reporting

In o recent phone sntervies,

The 9th Annual DOr. Wer-
nner von Braun Memonal Fo-
rum will be held Oct. 18 at
ire Von Braun Civic Center
Tickets are free ang will be
avaidable Oct. 1 at the civic
center, Pansian and Marshait
| Space Flight Center. For

Cronkite smd he knew ot about .
Von Braun even before he met ,  TOr€ information, contact the
him. ¢ Natonal Space Club—Hunts-

1 was always pmpressed with 1 e at 895-6811. J
him,™ he said. *1 had been tolow.

ing the scramble between the So-

viet Union and.the United States

for the Peencmucnde scicntists. i anesw most of
their names. 1 was pleased that they had come to
the United States by whatever means was finally
arranged for that”

Cronkite has been in Germany the 1irst year after
ctuve oo the war and covered the Nuremburg ‘;ulis ofl Nuz1
Walter C Ki R . . stave Proatman o war criminals. Having lived through World War }l.

alter Cronkite, who will speak in Huntsville on Oct. 18. says he sull dreams of it was hard to scpurate any top German official
suiting up for a trip to the moon. from the horrors of Naziism, he said. He first met
the head of the rocket team at Cape Canaveral. Not
knowing what 1o expect from “a former Nazi engi-
neer,” he was immediately impressed by his friendli-

“There was a great intensity about him. i found it ness.
. L . _ “We lumped eversbody in that basic category,”
hard to engage in a kind of just basic convarsation. he c\r:luinud.L"\\'c\tllnu)s\kilnxld u‘l‘hudlz:rtgu::rds up
. " when we met him, There was a great intensity about
It was all very technical. hin; 1 fountl it xhard tc’; an\gugulirlx’ a Lind t)l'sju;l basic

conversation. [t was all very technical. He was defi-
— Walter Cronkite on Wernher von Braun ¢ v © ‘
Please see CRONKITE on D3
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Continued from page D1

nitely enthusiastic. He was con-
stantly concerned about the
(NASA) appropriation.”

Cronkite eventuatly found few of
the Von Braun engineers to be
“stiffly Prussian” as he had expec-
ted. They all seemed to be focused
on the space program and didn’t
seem particularly ideological.

Cronkite said he had no doubts
about the decision to bring the
rocket engineers to the United
States. It was “a life or death mat-
ter,” he said. The two countries
had developed atomic weapons. It
was obvious the missile was the
way to deliver them.

“It was pretty essential that we
keep up with the Russians in that
development,” he said. “These
Peenemuende engineers were the
best in the world.”

Over the years, Cronkite would
cover the Kennedy assassination,
the Vietnam war, the Sadat and
Begin peace talks, the Khrushchev
visit, Nixon in China, Watergate
and more. The space program was
a vastly different story, he said.
It was a positive story,” he re-

~called. “Tt was the saving grace of
the “60s. It was a very turbulent
decade, a very depressing decade,
the assassinations of Medgar Ev-
ers, John and Bobby Kennedy, the
Wallace shooting, race riots, the
period of Vietnam dissension. It
was a terrible decade except
through it all we could look up to
the skies for some relief and be-
lieve maybe we had something bet-
ter going for us.”

It was almost predictable from
the beginning of the space pro-
gram that its record of success
would also be marred by apathy,
Cronkite said.

“The exciternent of it is whether
it's going to work or not,” he said.
“Whether or not we neceded all
those flights or not is debatable.
When we could prove it was going
to work with regularity required to
explore space people were going to
lose interest. That is perfectly nor-
mal. I don't find that depressing at
all. Once the iron horse proved it
would run on rails, carry people
safely, people quite thinking it was
an experience. It was simply a
means of transportation.”

Cronkite's reaction as he
watched astronauts land on the
moon echoed the reaction of many

and seemed to capture the moment
just as well. .

“I'd had just as long to plan for
that historic moment as NASA,”
he said. *When the landing took
place, 1 was just speechless. It was
just an incredible performance,
getting them down there safely.”

NASA's problem today is get- |
ting people excited about spacel
when it's not quite an adventure
just getting there anymore, Cronk- |
ite said. The permanent space sta- {

|
|

tion should provide excitement.

Based on his popularity, knowl-
edge and experience, Cronkite was
considered a leading contender 10 |
go into space himself as part of |
NASA's Journalist in Space pro- |
gram in the early 1980s. Like the \
Teacher in Space program, howev-
er, the plan was dropped after the
1986 Challenger accident.

I think I might have had a pret-
ty good shot at it,” he said, with a \
knowing tone. "I made all the cuts
up to the Challenger disaster. If I'd
passed the physical — and 1 think |
1 would have — I'd sure love 10
think so.”

At 79, he's still busy. He's fin-
ishing an autobiography that will
hit stores in early December. He's
got eight hours of a program called
“Cronkite Remembers” coming to
the Discovery Channel in midwin-
ter. But he's still ready to go as tar
as NASA could carry him.

“Oh, you bet I'd like to go.” he
said. “I'm afraid my only problem
would be secing the bottle half
empty. If they gave me a chance 10
go to orbit, I'd really like to go to
the moon.”




By DEBORAH STOREY
Times Staff Writar

ohn Hendricks was only about
10 years old when President
John F. Kennedy came to
Huntsville. His memories of
the big event in his hometown are still
vivid more than three decades later.
Kennedy came to Marshall Space
Flight Center in May 1963 (and earlier,
in September 1962) to underscore his
support of the space program and see
whether America really would be able to
land a man on the moon by the end of
that tumultuous decade. The president o B 5
in 1961 had promised that to the na- ' Lisa HalleryAssociated Press

] . ) Dlseovuy Channel Chief Executive
tion, and it was important that the Officer Hdohn Hendricks, front, with

Mike Quattrone, executive in charge,
center,cand Tom Caliandro in the
Please see SPACE on G3 scrm room in Bethesda, Md.
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promise be kept.

Hendricks was far from Kenne-
dy at his public appearance that
day. The boy could barely see
Kennedy or the space scientist by
his side in the swirl of a cheering
crowd. Together, the American
president and the German scien-
tist formed a charismatic team
that could infuse an audience
with a unified, can-do spirit thet
some would argue hasn’t been:
seen in this country since.

The scientist was Dr. Wernber |
von Braun. -

The boy would grow up tb be
the founder of Discovery Com-
munications Inc., which launghed
the Discovery Channel oa cable
television.

More than 30 years later, Hen-
dricks is using his network to
help pay homage to von Braun in
a S52-minute documentary that
examines the man whose earliest
rocket successes in wartime Ger-
many paved the way for Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin to
plant the Stars and Stripes on the
moon in 1969.

Hendricks still embodies a lit-
tle of that 10-vear-old’s enthusi-
asm when he spcaks of von
Braun.

“It’s an example of how one
human being can really make a’
difference, one determined indi-
vidual who has a dream,” he said
in an interview from Discovery
Communications headquartets in
Bethesda, Md. )

“If you don't dream, you'l}
never have a dream come true,”
Hendricks said. “He was just a
sterling example of how one per-
son’s life can affect so many oth-
ers.” -

Von Braun's particular combi-
nation of scienufic skills, lcader~
ship and public-relations savvy
was critical to the success of
America’s space program, Hen-
dricks said. In fact, he beligves
that this nation wouldn’t have
beaten the Russians to the moon
without him.

“Empbodied in one persorn was
the spinit of getting us to the
moon.” Hendricks said. “and he
did it.”

The Discovery Channel biogra-
phy called “He Conquered
Space™ is narrated by veteran

journalist Charles Kuralt. The .

program will make its debut here
Oct. {8 at the ninth annual Dr.
Wernher von Braun Memorial
Forum at the Von Braun Civic
Center. Walter Cronkite is the
special guest for this year’s’ fo-
rum. Free tickets are available at
the civic center, local Parisian
stores and the Marshall Space
Flight Center. Call 895-6811 for
information.

After debuting here, “He Con-
quered Space” airs on Discov
Dec. | at 9 p.m. Hendricks will'
come to the Huntsville forum to
introduce the program.

Featured in the documentary
are several interviews with
Huntsvillians, including vop.

Braun’s fellow team membBers:

Ernst Stuhlinger, Konrad Danv’

nenberg and Walt Wiesman,; B4’

Buckbee, former director of the
U.S. Space & Rocket Center and
NASA information officer; local
historian Margarct Belle Crow;
and Ruth von Saurma, former
NASA public atfuirs officer.

The retrospective of von
Brann's truly stellar iife’'s work

also includes commentary by his
friend and “20/20” anchor Hugh
Downs, von Braun biographer
and former NASA space informa-
tion systems chiel Frederick Ord-
way and several other key figures
in the space program. The docu-
mentary has historic footage™ of
Huntsville from the 20 years von
Braun lived here. Magnus von
Braun, Wernher's younger brath-
er who lives in Phoenix, agreed
to a rare interview tor the docu-
mentary.

Hendricks himsell came ‘up
with the idea for the program
about two years uago when he
came o Huntsviile to premuere
another Discovery program on
the space shuttle. -

“1 was thinking all of our spuce
efforts owe so much to one in-
credible personality who was' so
determined to see this dream: of
going into space,” Hendricks
said. .

When Hendricks was a teen-a-
ger, von Braun was one of -his
heroes, he said. Hendricks even
kept a scrapbook tracing the
progress of the space program.

As an cstablished success in the
competitive world of cable televi-
sion, Hendricks now believes that
the positive attitude characteris-
tic of the space program’s heyday
in Huntsville made him believe
anything was possible.

“When [ grew up there, the
place was so inspiring.” he said.
“The town was railied behind this
great mission of geting man: to
the moon. | can't imagine a more
inspiring place to grow up.

“There's nothing like that
Apolio program to show what can
be done.” said the Butler High
School graduate and University
of Alabama in Huntsville alum-

‘nus. “Everybody was rallied be-

hind that singular mission of
making the rocket, making it
work well, achieving success. It
was phenomenal.”

Hendricks :cadily admits that
he wouldn't be where he is today
without some of the most useful
byproducts of the space race
satellites.

“My compiany owes its very ex-
istence to satellite technology.”
he said. "Today Discovery Chan-
nel is transmitted around the
world on 15 satellites, we hit ev-
ery continent, it's available in
140 countries, and it's all because
of the space program.” ;

As Hendricks and other mem:
bers of his generation were grow-
ing up, the space program taught
them that the nation could -sét
lofty goals and work together to
achieve them. The new documen-
tary makes clear that Mars was
von Braun’s ultimate goal. ™

*1 feel sad sometimes that my
children aren't involved in an cra
where there's this great goal -of,
like, getting to Mars and it’s well
planned-out,” Hendricks said. 7}

But the Huntsville native con:
tinues to set and achieve his own
goals. o

“We're going 1o launch new
channels in late October through
digital satellite compression - —
yet another gift of the space pro-

gram.” he said. i

That will enable Discovery 10
uplink as many as six new chan-
nels, Hendricks said. Among
those wiil be Discovery Kids ser-
vice for children. Animal Planet,
Disconery Science, Discovery
History and Discovery Travel
and Living.

Von Braun's legucy s far-
reaching, indeed.
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ing of space age ‘uplifting,’

,nkite tells von

BURKEY
space/Science Writer

eteran newscaster and a global
fmunicator combined Friday to give
Aluntsville audience a colorful retro-
ective on the life and accomplish-
ents of rocket pioneer Wernher von

m Von Braun forum award winners.
Page A6.

Braun.

Now in 1ts ninth vear. the Von Braun
Exploration Forum featured the memo-
ries of former CBS reporter and anchor
Walter Cronkite and the world premuer

A12 The Huntsville Times, Saturday, October 19, 1996

raun forum

crvo Channed documentary
anovon i oo mtroduaced by Dis-
covers  Communicauons cunder and
CEQ John Hendricks, a Hunsville na-
Hve

The torum s neld o keep alive the
vision and dedication to exploration of

the tamous rocket team icader and

Please see CRONKITE on A12

Cronkite

Continued from page Al

Marshall Space Flight Center’s
first director. It is sponsored by
the Marshall Center, the Univer-
sity of Alabama in Huntsville,
U.S. Space & Rocket Center, Dis-
covery Communications Inc., As-
sociation of Space Explorers and
the National Space Society.
More than 800 guests in formal
wear attended the forum in the
Von Braun Civic Center and the
dinner and awards ceremony af-
terward. At least that many mem-
bers of the genceral public, includ-
ing 200 local middle school
students, were also at the forum.
The backdrop for both Cronk-
ite’s speech and the Discovery
documentary was a civic center
concert hall stage made to look
like the lunar surface with a full

Earth glowing against a field of

stars.

The veteran CBS newsman got
three standing ovations from an
audience excited to see him in
person. Grinning broadly after
the first, he warned, “If vou peo-
ple aren’t very careful, I'll run for
something That’s a joke.
What wonderful people you are.”

Cronkite, 80, who covered the
space program from its begin-
ning, told several stories about
rocket launches and his memo-
ries of von Braun.

“I camec here frequently in the
very early days when Huntsville
was the heart and core of Ameri-
ca’s thrust into space,” he said.
“What wonderful davs they were.
{ don't know if we will ever relive
those days. I hope so. The com-
ing of the space age was so uplifi-
ng.

“At that juncture in our histo-
ry, cveryone scemed to be
looking up.”

The moon program. he said.
provided sanity in the 1960s — a
decade that saw assassinations.
civil mights struggles and the Viet-

Gienn Baesne riuntsviile T.nus

Walker Cronkite, second from lett, jokes with guests carol Teve-
paugh, center. and County Commission Chairman Mike Gillespie.

The others are unidentified.

nam war. o 300 vears. he pre-
dicted. the most memorabic
event of the fate 20th century will
be the moon program. the result
of von Braun's “skill, ingenuity,
determination and  satesman-
ship.” -

He decried governments tor
their lack of viston or interest in
rescarch and exploration except
when driven by mulitany necessi-
tv. Cronkite noted that he was
among the finahists for NASA'
journahist i spag ram be-
fore 1t wus canceicd atter the
1986 Chaltenver acoident. He
said he'd sull owe b e had the
chance.

N

“Let us sni hope decrsion
makers give ol consderation to
our future o space.” Cronkate
said. 1 hope we choose 1o keep
reaching out. keep exploring
worlds that are bechomng. The
challenge awails, Surchy we won't
turn our backs Gran
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